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Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 3200 State Highway 
Historic Name: Eastham United Methodist Church 
Uses: Present: church 
Original: church 
Date of Construction: 1926, 1965, 1984 
Source: church records 
Style/Form: Shingle 


Architect/Builder: Frank L. Brooks, bldr., 1926 
John Barnard & Son, arch’t, 1965 
Robert Brookhart, concept design 
& Brown & Lundquist, arch’t, 1984 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Church office (EAS.799 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Additions & renovations, 1965 & 1984 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 1.39 


Setting: The church is situated on the State Highway amid 
dense roadside development comprised of historic 
properties, more recent summer cottage development and 
commercial buildings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

The current building of the Eastham United Methodist Church is the culmination of three stages of design. The first is a small, 
picturesque shingled chapel with a cross-wing plan having an entrance in a tower with open belfry at the junction of the two 
wings. Reportedly designed and built by its pastor, it is of a scale and finish appropriate to a resort community, the scale of 
which existed in 1926. (This church replaced a mid-century church designed in the then-traditional Greek Revival-style 
meetinghouse plan. The 1926 church was enlarged and given a more austere modern appearance. The cross-wing plan of the 
existing building remained intact, although fenestration was updated and the entrance contained in a pedimented porch; the 
original tower and belfry was replaced with a attenuated spire at the roof-top intersection of the wings. The dependent wing was 
extended with a small gabled bay at its terminus. In 1984 a voluminous assembly space with a long-sloping gable roof was 
added to the street side of the church blocking out its front fagade; the entrance remained at the intersection of the original 
wings. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The Eastham Methodist Church was formed out of the Wellfleet Methodist Church in 1821, and in that year the first meeting 
house was built.! The church was an outgrowth of Methodist camp meetings in those two towns and the influx of permanent 
parishioners as a result. The first Methodist camp meeting on Cape Cod was held in South Wellfleet in August 1819, which may 
have been the first instance of such a gathering in New England. In 1823 the encampment moved to Wellfleet, and in 1826 it 
relocated to Truro. Two years later, the campground was established in Eastham, where annual meetings at Millennial Grove 
continued until 1863 when the camp moved to Yarmouth to be more accessible to Methodists in the Boston area.” 


According to one early account, “This [Eastham] camp ground is on the neck of Cape Cod, and commands a view of the Atlantic 
and of the waters of the Bay, and is in the centre of a grove of trees, laid out in circular form, the tents making the circumference. 
It has a large wooden building for the accommodation of the preachers , upon the side of which, facing the inside of the circle, is 
the stand for the ministers, and ranging out from it, are the seats for the hearers. There are cook-houses, tables and other 
accommodations for creature comforts, outside of the tents. Take this encampment as a whole, it is probably the best arranged 
of any in the country. Many precious souls have been awakened there, and as the crop of Burners is still plentiful, it is to be 
hoped that others will find it a place to remember with gratitude.”° 


At a parish meeting in February 1851, the Eastham congregation approved the construction of a new church, which was built at 
the cost of $4,900 and dedicated Nov. 28, 1851.4 This church was located at the corner of the State Highway and Kingsbury 
Beach Road within the Evergreen Cemetery. It was of classic village church design of the mid-19"" century with Greek Revival 
features: a pedimented facade, trabeated entrance, rectilinear windows and a square bell tower (Fig.1). 


On September 18, 1920, the church was destroyed by fire. According to the Yarmouth Register, “Smoke was discovered issuing 
from the belfry about 1 p.m. by a passing telephone lineman, who immediately gave warning. Within an hour this grand old 
landmark which had stood for nearly seventy years, a monument to the untiring labors of many noble lives, was levelled to the 
ground.”° Apparently, “lightning struck the steeple, from thence to the roof, then down inside of the building, out through the 
underpinning. Shingles, plastering, windows and bricks were all more or less damaged.”® It would take over five years to build a 
replacement just south of the original site on Minister Pond.. 


' “History of the Eastham Methodist Church,” Yarmouth Register, Jan. 29, 1921, 5. This article contains a long list of pastors serving the 
Eastham church from 1853 to 1920. 
? The Register, Oct. 6, 1977, S2. 
3 BP, July 5, 1859. 
44 “History of the Eastham Methodist Church,” Yarmouth Register, Jan. 29, 1921, 5. 
5 Yarmouth Register, September 28, 1945, 3. 
8 Barnstable Patriot, March 10, 1891, 3. 
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On April 3, 1926, the Yarmouth Register reported, “A picturesque Methodist meetinghouse built by the hand labor of a sinewy 
Yankee preacher has risen on a hillside in Eastham.” The preacher was Rev. Frank L. Brooks, for more than 40 years a member 
of the New England Southern Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The church in Eastham was the last 

building project he had undertaken. Prior to this, he built the Methodist church at West Barrington, Rhode Island, and the 
Methodist church at Mansfield; extensively remodeled the Summerfleld and Quarry street churches in Fall River while holding 
the pastorates of those churches. "There are two things | like to do,” Brooks told the newspaper, "One is to preach and the other 
is to do carpentering. Some folks think it is a peculiar combination, but | have found my knack for carpentering very useful in my 
ministerial career. | don't think that | would have been able to continue in the ministry for so long had | not had my carpentering 
to steady my nerves." The new church was designed in a picturesque, shingled cottage mode reflective of summer cottage 
development of the period. It had an L-shaped cross-wing plan with a meeting room in one wing and a sanctuary in the other. 
The entrance was located at the intersection of the wings within a tower topped by an open bellcote (Figs.2 & 4). 


Frank L. Brooks was born in Charlestown, Maine, and was educated at the academies at Charlestown and Corinth and attended 
Castine Normal School for a year. He taught in public schools to earn money to cover the cost of his studies at Boston University 
School of Theology. After his graduation he joined the New England Southern Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and held pastorates at West Duxbury, East Weymouth. Riverside. Fall River. Newport, Wellfleet, Chatham, East Gastonbury, 
Connecticut, Bourne. Taunton. Mansfield and East Mansfield, Orleans and Eastham. While minister for the Mansfield and East 
Mansfield churches, he built a new church building. From there he went to Orleans and Eastham in 1924. The Orleans 
Methodists had a church building, but the Eastham society had not had place of worship since their church building burned six 
years earlier. Brooks drew the plans for the church and most of the work was done by him.’ The church was dedicated on 
Sunday, March 28, 1926 with Rev. Brooks retiring the same day. The event was reported in the Yarmouth Register the following 
week. 


Well loved by their parishioners, the Brookses were feted in a special ceremony, described as follows. 


Judge C. C. Hagerty delivered the address of the morning, and M. C. Whlitmore gave an original poem on 
"Brooks." These men were former parishioners of Mr Brooks at Mansfield. Mr George C. Heyer sang a beautiful 
solo. The choir was assisted by the Nickerson Saxophone orchestra of Hyannis. The church was prettily 
decorated with flowers donated by Henry M. Robinson & Co. of Boston. At 2 p. m. the dedication of the 

new Methodist church at Eastham took place, with Dr R. L. Roberts, D. S., as the principal speaker. The church 
was crowded to capacity and more... Miss Louise Williams and Miss Helen Walker stood in the receiving line with 
Rev and Mrs Brooks at the reception which followed. Delegations were present from Boston, Mansfield, Fall 
River, Wellfleet and Chatham. Mr and Mrs Brooks after retirement will live in town in the William Swain house on 
Cove street.® 


By the 1960s, the congregation had outgrown the small church and building was enlarged and enveloped in a new, more 
modern exterior. John E. Barnard and Son, Inc., a Cape Cod-based architectural firm developed the plans for the project. 

John E. Barnard Sr. (1888-1974) was a native of Winchester, Massachusetts. He received his degree in architecture from MIT 
in 1910 and soon after pursued further study at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Returning to Boston, he was 
employed as a designer in the architectural office of Edward P. T. Graham before opening his own office there around 
1915. 


Barnard's earliest significant commission was the design of a large residence in Newton in the French Eclectic style in 1916 
for Henry |. Harriman, president of the Connecticut River Power Company, manager and president of the New England 
Power Company, and president of the US Chamber of Commerce. In 1924, also in Newton, Barnard designed the Tudor 
Revival style residence of Frank A. Day Jr., a member of a prominent Boston banking family. Another commission came 
from William J. Davidson, president of the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company, in 1925. 


7 Yarmouth Register, April 3, 1926, 3. 
8 Ibid., 6 
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At the same time, Barnard began designing houses on Cape Cod. In 1920 Barnard designed a large brick Georgian 
Revival mansion in Centerville for Charles Lincoln Ayling, a Boston businessman and a benefactor of the Cape Cod 
Hospital. He designed two other brick houses on the Centerville River for other members of Ayling’s family. 

During the Depression, when architectural commissions were few, John Barnard and his wife, Evelyn , a trained artist and art 
teacher, supported themselves by selling their paintings and offering art classes in their summer residence on Bay Lane in 
Centerville. His watercolors were exhibited at the Vose Gallery in Boston, the Boston Art Club and in several other 
venues, and he was considered among the most talented watercolorists in Boston. As building activity rebounded during 
the mid-1930s, Barnard produced designs in a variety of revival styles, but generally focused on more modest residences 
in different locations, such as Springfield, Longmeadow, Newton, Brookline, Wellesley, Belmont, Winchester, Hingham and 
Cohasset. In addition, he designed many houses on Cape Cod, especially in the Town of Barnstable, including the villages 
of Cotuit, Osterville and Oyster Harbors, Centerville and Hyannisport. In 1935 Barnard designed a Colonial Revival house 
at 291 Bay Lane on a bluff overlooking the Bumps River. In 1940, he designed at least two other houses on Bay Lane. 


In the late 1940s, John Barnard Jr. joined his father in the firm, which was incorporated in 1961 as John Barnard and Son, 
Inc. The more suburban character of the firm's work after the mid-1960s represents the approach John Barnard Jr. 
brought to the practice, as well as the direction of domestic architecture of the era. Yet, he designed the innovative 
Ecology House on Race Lanein Marstons Mills in 1973. The earth-sheltered design built around an open courtyard as 
quite newsworthy. John Barnard Jr. continued the practice after the death of his father in 1974. One or both of them 
would have had a hand in the design of additions and exterior renovations of the Eastham United Methodist Church in 
1965.° 


The current appearance of the church is the result of another renovation consecrated on 15 July 1984. Parishioner Robert 
Brookhart developed the conceptual design, from which plans and specifications were drafted by Peter G. Brown of Brown & 
Lindquist (now Catalyst Architecture + Interiors). Lester Langhans, Jr., Cape Associates, Inc. was the builder. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL IMAGES 


Fig.1: Rendering of the Eastham Methodist Church built in 1851 and burned in 1920. 
Courtesy Eastham United Methodist Church. 


Fig.2: Rendering of the Eastham Methodist Church built 1926. Courtesy Eastham United 
Methodist Church. 
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Architect's rendering of alterations, 1965. 


Sketch floorplan for 1965 addition 
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Diagram of the addition of “Fellowship Hall’ and connecting spaces, 1984. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SE. Fellowship Hall added in 1984 on left. 


View from NW showing street side of Fellowship Hall. 
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} 


View from nE. 


View from east. 
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View of office from south. 
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